STANDARD LANGUAGE FOR COMMENCING A DEPOSITION

After the court reporter has sworn in the witness:

Q.   Could you please state your name for the record?

Q.   And have you ever had your deposition taken before?

Q.   So I'm going to go over a couple of ground rules today just so we are on the same page.
The reporter is making a written transcript so it's important that you answer the questions verbally instead of nodding or making gestures.  I'm not trying to give you trick questions.  I'm trying to find out from your perspective what happened, and so if I'm saying something that doesn't make sense to you or is unclear, would you please just stop me and I will clarify that for you. And so we get a clear record, we want to make sure that you follow the following rules. Wait until I complete the question before you begin your answer. If your attorney begins to object, don't talk over him because the court reporter can only take down one voice at a time. If you don't understand the question, please ask me to rephrase it or restate it.
You've just been placed under oath so your testimony today could be used at a hearing or a trial just like if it were given at the trial.  Regulations regarding perjury or avoidance apply. Do you understand that?  
Q.   Okay.  After your deposition is taken, you will have the opportunity to make corrections if you find those necessary, but I want to advise you that I have the right to comment on any changes that you make.  Do you understand that?

Q.   Okay.  Is there anything that would prevent you from giving your best testimony today?

Q.   Did you discuss this case with anyone prior to coming to your deposition?

Q.   Did you review any documents before you came to the deposition today?

Q.   What's your current job title?

Q. And to whom did you report on [date]?
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